
News from Mrs. Mulrooney’s Class 

Our school year is moving along so quickly. It is hard to believe it is November 

already!! We have completed our first units in many of our subject areas. We are using 

what we have learned to help us transition smoothly into our next units of study. 

During our Readers and Writers Workshops we have been focusing on characters.  

We have learned that characters are complex with many different sides or traits. Using 

our books we can locate evidence now to support our thinking and back up our 

statements with proof.  We have utilized our knowledge of characters to help when we 

wrote our stories. We developed believable characters and gave them complex traits. 

We understand a character needs to want something and face a problem to overcome 

in order to move our story along and we included this when we wrote. The students are 

learning that the more that they read, the more they improve in both reading and 

writing.  

Our new focus is on non-fiction reading where we will explore weather while 

learning about non-fiction structures and text features.  For writing we are working on 

the basic parts of essays. We will write both opinion and persuasive essays.  It is hard to 

think about reasons to help in our essay support, but each day we practice it gets a little 

less challenging. 

Math has been a review of many concepts from third grade, but taking them just 

a little further.  The students are working for speed and fluency with their multiplication 

facts.  A change for all students this year has been a bigger shift to explain our thinking. 

The students are being asked to solve problems, many different ways, and to explain the 

strategies that they use. This is challenging but we are improving at this each day and 

learning from one another. 

Our class is into our Animal Studies unit in science and we are observing and 

learning about Dwarf African Frogs, Fiddler Crabs, and Millipedes and their habitats. 

The Lenape Indians were native to our home of New Jersey and we are studying 

how they arrived and adapted to living here. It is amazing how much we can learn from 

studying the past! 

Our day is full but rewarding as we explore new topics and help each other to 

master our work. 


